
PARTNERSHIP  MAGAZINE

DECEMBER 2021-JANUARY 2022 80 PENCE

Swindon Old Town Partnership of Churches
Anglican - United Reformed - Methodist - Est. 1969

One in Christ - Together in Mission

We wish all our readers 
a Happy and Blessed Christmas

Photo: Stephen Brain



Here’s looking at Yew!

Photo: Janet French

Details on page 12



1

Your Contacts
BATH ROAD METHODIST CHURCH
Minister: The Revd. Mark Barrett, 147 Drove Road, SN1 3AQ

Tel:  529263   e-mail:  markrev55@aol.com
Web site: www.bathroadmethodistchurch.org.uk
Weekly news items: allison_davies_1@yahoo.co.uk
CHRIST CHURCH with ST. MARY’S, Cricklade Street
St. Mary’s, Commonweal Road (off The Mall) 
Vicar:          The Revd. Canon Simon Stevenette, The Vicarage, 

26 Cricklade Street, SN1 3HG.  Tel. 529166
e-mail:  simon@christchurchswindon.co.uk

Associate Ministers::
Revd. Daphne Hardwick. T. 693721; daphne@christchurchswindon.co.uk
Revd. Norma McKemey.  T. 845917: norma@christchurchswindon.co.uk

Web site:  www.christchurchswindon.co.uk
Weekly news items:  parishoffice@christchurchswindon.co.uk
Friends of Christ Church: c/o The Parish Office. email: sec.focc@gmail.com
PARISH OFFICE: at the Community Centre, SN1 3HB.  Tel. 522832
e-mail:  parishoffice@christchurchswindon.co.uk
PARISH CLERK: parishclerk@christchurchswindon
The Parish Office remains closed to the public at present. Please only call 
me on my mobile number during my working hours, Thursday 5.30 -7.30pm, 
Saturday 10am-12noon.  07746 415477. Thank you for your understanding.
COMMUNITY CENTRE: Manager: Chris Smith, T.617237 or 07582 305760
email:  chris@christchurchswindon.co.uk

IMMANUEL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, Upham Road
Minister: The Revd. Robert Jordan, 152 Drove Road, SN1 3AG

Tel. 513039.  email:  robert.jordan1@btconnect.com
Secretary:   Stephen Brain, Tel. 524514. email: sbrainstev@aol.com

Web site: www.immanuelurc.org    
Weekly news items:  immanuelweeklynews@yahoo.co.uk
MAGAZINE  DISTRIBUTOR: 
Mr. George Kennedy, Tel. 772589. george.kennedy@mybroadbandmail.com

MAGAZINE EDITORS:
Mrs. Diana Swann, 58 Sandown Avenue, SN3 1QQ.  Tel. 529897
e-mail:  d.swann6a@gmail.com
Mrs. Margaret Williams MBE, 39 Sandown Avenue, SN3 1QQ. Tel. 421102
e-mail:  margaret@christchurchswindon.co.uk
PARTNERSHIP COUNCIL: 
Secretary: Barbara Aftelak,  Tel. 792917.  email:  barbaraaftelak@gmail.com
Chairman: Daniel Pitt,          Tel. 521732;  email:  fdpitt@yahoo.co.uk
Treasurer: David Bevan,      Tel. 336667:  email:  david04bevan@yahoo.co.uk
PARTNERSHIP WEB SITE; www.sotpc.org.uk



Partnership Letter

Christ Church Vicarage

Dear Friends,

Rediscovering Jesus afresh this Advent and Christmas

On November 7th Christ Church celebrated 170 continuous years of worship,
prayer and partnership. At the top of the hill in Swindon, Christ Church has
always radiated God’s love and presence in Jesus Christ, by the power of his
Holy Spirit, like a beacon to all those people we encounter in the church and on
the site. Thank you for your support and encouragement in this present season.
Over our anniversary weekend we were very aware of those who have gone
before us and the challenge we have of passing on the Christian faith afresh in
this our generation. 

As we enter Advent, preparing for God’s coming afresh amongst us into the heart
of our community, we are drawn back as the people of God to the core of our
vocation and calling. Who are we? Why are we here? Where are we going? So
much of life is about learning to ask the right open questions that enable
relationships to grow and treasures to be found. I wonder how many times you
ask the question how are you? How are you doing? How’s life? Do we listen
carefully and compassionately to the answer? Can we read the body language,
search beneath the words to what is really going on for the people we
encounter? How do you respond when you are asked that question? How
honest are we, how easy do we find it to share our joys and sorrows, our
challenges and opportunities, our experiences and our lives? 

We will hear in all our Partnership churches and across our community the good
news treasure from John’s gospel: ‘The Word became flesh and dwelt among
us, full of grace and truth.’ John 1:1

God was born as a human being, just like you and me, in his Son Jesus Christ,
to show us he is right with us where we are, alongside us, sharing our experi-
ences. God understands and knows who we are, why we are here and where
we are going.

At the end of the vital climate conference COP26 in Glasgow, we are earnestly
praying that actions will follow on from the words, the conversations and
commitments made by our world leaders, but also by each one of us, you
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and I as citizens of the world, ambassadors for Christ. Jesus’ birth, life, death,
resurrection and ascension are inextricably linked. Like him, we are all on a
journey of adventure and vocation responding to God’s calling and presence
amongst us.

This is why I have chosen Isaiah 60 verse 1 as the Christ Church with St Mary’s
Bible verse for 2022:

‘Arise, shine, for your light has come and the glory of the Lord has 
risen upon you’.

Isaiah is in so many ways a prophet for our time, offering us both affirmation and
challenge. As I move through my 60th year as a human being, Isaiah 60 verse
1 reminds me that I am called to arise and shine, thanking God for the light he
has given me and the world and doing all I can personally and alongside others
to give him all the glory for all he has done, all he is doing, and all he will do.
Isaiah 60 verse 1 reminds me that today is the first day of the rest of my life and
the best is yet to come.

Please be assured of my prayers, encouragement and friendship as together
we celebrate Advent, Christmas and Epiphany over the next two months. May
we, personally and together, be confident in who we are in him, arising, shining,
giving God the glory for the great things he has done amongst us in the birth,
life, death, resurrection and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. To him be all
the praise and glory now, in this unique, never to be repeated, Christmas
celebration 2021.

God bless you and God bless our Swindon town with his presence, love and
hope right at the heart of our neighbourhood.

Happy Advent and Happy Christmas 



FAMILY  EVENTS

BAPTISMS 
We welcome into the family of the Church

CHRIST CHURCH

Nov 7 Layla May Celliers

Nov 14 Sebastian Charles Alexander Mitchell

Cody Martyn Anthony Morley

DEATHS
We extend our sympathy to the loved ones 

CHRIST CHURCH

Oct 20 Kathleen Netto, 97 years

Oct 22 Isabel Dawn Purvis, 84 years

Oct 24 John Page, 79 years

Oct 29 Harry Graeme Warr, 82 years

Oct 31 Beryl Fiddes, 96 years

Nov 10 Christine Mary Johns, 82 years

IMMANUEL
Nov 4 Barbara Grant, 94 years

FLOODLIGHTING

Sep 3 In loving memory of Margaret on this her 100th birthday. 

Always in our thoughts.  Carolyn, grandchildren and family.

Oct 16 In loving memory of my beloved husband Ron on our 
Golden Wedding Anniversary.

To sponsor the floodlighting of Christ Church, please contact the Parish Office
for details.  Tel. 522832.  email: parishoffice@christchurchswindon.co.uk

CHURCH MAGAZINE: If you are experiencing difficulty in getting your
magazine, you can always purchase one from Rose Earle, Newsagent,
Newport Street, who kindly sells them for us throughout the year.
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES

BATH ROAD

Sunday 12th 10.00 am Nativity and Toy Gift Service
Sunday 19th 10.00 am Carol Service
Friday 24th 6.00 pm Christingle Service
Saturday 25th 10.30 am Christmas Day Family Service
Sunday 26th No service

CHRIST CHURCH

Sunday 5th 10.00 am Christingle Service
Friday 24th 4.00 pm Christmas Eve Crib Service

11.00 pm Christmas Eve Midnight Mass
Saturday  25th 10.00 am Christmas Day Family Holy Communion

ST. MARY’S
Sunday 12th 4.00 pm Carol Service 

IMMANUEL

December

05 Sun 10.30 am Advent 11, Morning Service 
Church meeting following the morning service

12 Sun 10.30 am Advent 111, Communion Service
4.00 pm Lessons and Carols

19 Sun 10.30 am Carols by daylight (Mince Pie Sunday)
20 Mon 6.00 pm Carols on the Carpet
24 Fri 11.30 pm Midnight Holy Communion
25 Sat 10.30 am Family Service
26 Sun 10.00 am No service

All events and services are subject to Covid restrictions that may apply.
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Immanuel
December Services

05 Sun 10.30 am Advent 2, Morning Service 
Church meeting following the morning

service
12 Sun 10.30 am Advent 3, Communion Service

4.00 pm Lessons and Carols
19 Sun 10.30 am Carols by daylight (Mince Pie Sunday)
20 Mon 6.00 pm Carols on the Carpet
24 Fri 11.30 pm Midnight Holy Communion
25 Sat 10.30 am Family Service
26 Sun 10.00 am No service

January Services

Morning Service 10.30 am every Sunday. 
Communion Service 10.30 am on Sunday 16th January

Resumption of Evening Services

As from Sunday 23rd January we will resume evening services at 6:30 p.m.
This will be a time of shared reflection, prayer and singing; all will be 
welcome. According to numbers, we will probably meet in the Atrium, which
allows for a rather more closer feel. Why not come along and share this time.

Eco Church

We’ve made it! Immanuel has received the A Rocha Eco
Church Bronze Award. Thanks to the hard work put in
to this, the small things add up to a big lot. We keep

going as there is still a way ahead.
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This was published by REFORM, the United Reformed Church Magazine, in the
November issue, as part of the section ‘A good question’. One question, which
in this case was: “Local or Global: Where should our priorities be?” With
four responses from different people. Robert was asked to respond and here is
what he wrote.

“The global embraces the local”

When saying the Lord’s Prayer, the first word has always been crucial to me:
‘Our’. Whether we say it on our own, or in a group, we always begin not with my
“My Father” but with “Our Father”. This is a reminder that even when we are a
local, we are a local that forms part of the global. This is deeply rooted in our
faith and defines us – we are each a human being who is part of the human
family. 

Having said that, I will always come down on the side of the global because the
global embraces the local, not only my local, but everybody’s local, wherever
we are in the world. 

Having been born and lived most of my life in Argentina, where there were six
military dictatorships since 1930, neo-liberal economics impacted our lives
constantly and the fight for human rights was a continual necessity, so much of
what happened there was also linked to global movements.

I have also been involved in the global ecumenical activity, training at a theolog-
ical college in Buenos Aires, a theological college where nine churches came
together to train students. My involvement with the World Council of Churches
and the years of the World Communion of Reformed Churches culminated in
one of the highlights of my life: The Accra Confession – on Economic Injustice
and the Destruction of the Earth: at the same time local and global.

Discrimination, xenophobia, racism - none of this just happens locally, they hurt
us all as human beings. Refugees, forced immigrants, the climate crisis - they
don’t happen only locally, they happen globally. The destruction of Yemen is part
of the worldwide arms trade. Our global interconnectedness was made painfully
clear by the Covid19 pandemic. 

Our worldwide communication means that what goes on in a distant place
becomes public round the world in a matter of seconds; that is why authoritarian
regimes tend to seek to clamp down on communication and communicators.
Some issues can only begin to be solved on a local level before they are solved
globally. ‰
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As a minister of the URC, which is part of the church in UK, the church in
Europe and the church in the world, I believe we cannot live only on the local
level, we are local in our congregations and our towns and also clearly in the
world. When Jesus said, “I have come so that all may have life and have it in
abundance”, he was not referring only to the small and local, he was referring to
life for all, everywhere. 

When we pray ‘Our Father…’, aren’t we being local and global? At the same
time. Isn’t that what our ‘business’ is all about?    

Rev’d. Robert Jordan. Immanuel -Swindon- and Highworth URC

The long arm of coincidence...
Immanuel’s Weekly Reflection 31st October and Margaret Williams...

Excerpt: All Saints and our Chistian Heroes

All Saints/All Souls gives us a chance to celebrate, actually, the life of those
who dedicated their time on Earth to serve God, to share faith, and be good
Christians. We celebrate the saints, we also celebrate the saintly (not everyone
gets to become an official deified saint). But think of Halloween positively. Who
are your favourite heroes in Christian History? 

Love God, Love your Neighbour. It’s exactly the same sort of lesson as when
Jesus says ‘A new commandment I give unto you, you must love one another
as I have loved you’. No command has ever been so simple - or indeed ever so
complex - especially when you take neighbours to mean everyone - the good,
the bad, those you love, those you find difficult to love: The poor maybe? The
homeless? The drunk and disorderly? The stranger, the criminal, the fools and
those who actively hate you - you must, Jesus says, love them all.

So who are our Christian heroes that we ought to celebrate at this time of year?
I’d argue the ones who put their faith ahead of their own interests and attempted
to love their neighbour, who reached out to those who needed God’s love most. 

Being saintly, of course, doesn’t mean being a holier than thou type - or a goody
two shoes. In that light, I’d like to talk to you about the Rev’d. Leon Atkins.

Born in Spalding, Lincolnshire on 26 July 1902, the son of a gas manager, Leon 
Atkins was one of seven children. The family lived next door to the Methodist
chapel, and though they were Anglicans, Leon as a child attended their activities 
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and he became a Methodist. The family moved in 1914 to Biddulph, and in 1916
he became a boy preacher, which brought him a great deal of publicity that he
thoroughly enjoyed. After serving an apprenticeship as an engineer he was
accepted as a student for the ministry and received his training at the Methodist
College in Handsworth, Birmingham. He was appointed Probationer Minister at
St. John's Church, Risca, Gwent, in 1930.

He was moved in 1932 to the Methodist Central Hall in Bargoed and in a short
period of time he transformed the institution. Atkins utilised the large chapel and
its schoolroom to assist the unemployed by opening the building every day of
the week, and he established a shoe repairing workshop, a barber’s shop, and
a kitchen which provided free meals. He converted part of the building as a
hostel for 28 young unemployed people who were denied dole because their
fathers earned a few shillings too much under the Means Test.

Allowing unemployed, homeless men to lodge at the Central Hall so as to have
an address which enabled them to claim benefit angered the authorities and
Atkins was threatened with prosecution for ‘obstructing the administration of his
Majesty's Government’. His response was to criticise the Labour Party (a political
party he had joined when he was 16) and the churches in Wales for being so
ineffective. The leaders within the Synod were disturbed with him and arranged
for him to be moved to Cornwall. Atkins refused to accept their verdict. 

The Rev’d. Edward Morgan, a Congregationalist minister in Cardiff, heard of
Atkins’s refusal and suggested to a number of chapels belonging to  the denom-
ination that they invite him as their Minister. Invitations came from Mountain Ash,
Swansea and Ely in Cardiff. Atkins chose the weakest of the three, St Paul's,
Swansea which only had 12 members and a debt of £2,000. Immediately he
began in Swansea he held open-air meetings in a place called The Forum. His
congregation grew at St Paul's from ten to two hundred on Sunday nights in the
winter and to five hundred in the summer.

In 1940 he discarded his pacifist views and joined the Royal Artillery, but when
the United Chaplains Board heard of his decision he was invited to be an Army
Chaplain. During his chaplaincy in the Netherlands he heard that his deacons
at St Paul's had terminated his ministry and when he returned to Swansea, he
realised that the chapel had been locked. He regained the initiative by his open-
air addresses and with the support of ex-servicemen. 

Atkins developed his ministry among needy people and his care for the disad-
vantaged and the ‘down and outs’ became known through his articles in the
press. In the bitter winter of 1947 his chapel became a refuge for dozens of



men who would otherwise have perished. He visited weekly, every Friday, the
public houses of Swansea to collect money to enable poor children from
Swansea to enjoy Guy Fawkes night and to be taken by him to the circus. 

Atkins could not be content within any movement or organisation. He was a
maverick, an extreme individualist who missed few opportunities to taunt the
Nonconformists and the Labourites. His love of alcohol was a failing in the eyes
of most ministers and churchgoers in West Glamorganshire. Often, he would
drink in Swansea in the company of Dylan Thomas. His life and his witness were
unique and he proved a controversial figure for 42 years in Swansea and
District. He died at Swansea on 27th November 1976.

What the story of Leon Atkins shows us is that none of us are perfect, some of
us are downright awkward. Atkins was a well-known figure in Swansea and was
uniquely distinctive with his beret and clerical collar. He was unpopular with
Labour Party activists and Free Church leaders. He was no friend of authority,
but he was - if not a saint - at least a saintly example. One who indeed loved
God and loved his neighbour. 

Let us be good neighbours too. Let’s use this time, not just to show kindness to
the kids in fancy dress who may knock at our doors, but also to those in our
wider society, and celebrate those Christians - saints or just saintly – who are
now with God, but whose examples serve as lessons to us today. Amen.

T
his is where the coincidence comes in! In 1951 I began my teaching career
in Swansea which was my home town and I began with a teaching post in
a church school only one road away from Swansea beach. I had a class

of infants and in that class was a bright little boy called Gary Atkins; he was the
son of Leon Atkins! During the time that Gary was in my class, I got to know the
family quite well. They lived in the adapted undercroft of the church which his
congregation had bought for him in which to hold services. Leon Atkins did not
have a steady income, he relied on the gifts of his congregation. Mrs Atkins was
a trained teacher but chose to support her husband in his work with the homeless
of Swansea.  Although Leon Atkins’ ministry was not given the recognition it
deserved by the church authorities at the time, many will now tell his story and,
maybe, even be proud of the fact that “Leon Atkins frequented this or that public
house!” Margaret Williams
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Bath Road
CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Sunday 12th 10.00 am Nativity and Toy Gift Service
Sunday 19th 10.00 am Carol Service
Friday 24th 6.00 pm Christingle Service
Saturday 25th 10.30 am Christmas Day Family Service
Sunday 26th No service

JANUARY SERVICES

Sunday 2nd 10.00 am Morning Worship, Mr. Islay Roberts
Sunday 9th 10.00 am Covenant Service, Rev’d. Mark Barrett
Sunday 16th 10.00 am Morning Worship, Mrs.Sandra Wylie
Sunday 23rd 10.00 am Service led by our Worship Leaders
Sunday 30th 10.00 am Morning Worship, Mr. Adrian German

All events and services are subject to Covid restrictions that may apply.

MOPS
(MOPS stands for Mix Of People)

DATES: the first and third THURSDAY of the month

TIME: 2.30 to 3.30pm

PLACE:  Crossland Room at Bath Road Methodist Church

ORGANISER: Janet Hunt Tel: 01793-521934

The usual format is to spend the first half hour chatting and the second half 
listening to a speaker or doing an activity.

December 2nd Fluency Trust. Karen King and Janet Hunt

December 16th Christmas poems/readings. 

Please bring a poem/reading to share

No decision has yet been made with regard to MOPS meeting in January.

CANCELLATION: The concert by Encore was planned for December 15th. 
However we have had to cancel this event due to unforeseen circumstances.
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Christian Aid Week 2021

It feels so good to share with you the amazing
news that Christian Aid Week donations have
peaked at over 5 million pounds!

We never fail to be surprised, delighted and grateful for the Partnership
Churches, voluteers and communities across the UK and Ireland. Thank you.

OLD TOWN ENCHANTED GARDENS

After nightfall, throughout December, the Town Gardens will open onto the dream
landscape of the “Enchanted Gardens Light Trail”. Visitors will follow a 1.5km
light trail among illuminated trees, encountering constantly changing light pieces
and interactive installations along the route, and a light show set in the historic
Art Deco Bowl.  

£1 from every ticket sold will be donated to “Brighter Futures”, the charity which
funds the purchase of equipment, supports education for staff and improves the
environment for staff and patients at the Great Western Hoapital.

Parking for those coming by car has been arranged at Nationwide HQ with a
shuttle bus to ferry visitors to the Town Gardens.

Refreshments will be available to purchase.

Tickets for the trail cost £5.50 for children (aged 5-17 years) and £10.50 for
adults. Under 5’s and carers/assistants may attend free of charge with a paying
ticket holder. A shuttle bus service from Nationwide will be available to book too.
Booking fees will apply.

Timed entry tickets are on sale now via Skiddle:
https://www.skiddle.com/groups/enchantedgardens/events.html

World’s oldest fake tree

Did you know that it is a family in Wiltshire, the Parkers, who claim to own the
world’s oldest artificial Christmas tree?  It was bought in 1886, and it is still put
up every year.

https://
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Christ Church with St. Mary’s

W
e are working on our plans for services at Christ Church with St. Mary’s
throughout Advent and Christmas, ensuring that these are in line with
Government and Church of England Covid-19 guidance and keeping

everyone safe.

To find out the latest information, please sign up for our weekly email from the
Christ Church news desk:  www.christchurchswindon.co.uk/blog/

Alternatively, check our Facebook page:
https//www.facebook.com.Christchurchswindon

Listen to our latest service at a time to suit you, available from 1.00 pm each
Sunday by going to our website and clicking on ‘Services’.

Sunday 8.00 am services: We are grateful to the faithful congregation for their
understanding over the postponement of this service during the Covid 19
pandemic. Aftrer due consideration and consultation, we are very pleased that
this service will resume from Advent Sunday 28th November for a trial period
until the end of this year, covering Advent and Christmas.  We will then review
the future of this service.  Please pass the word around and contact the Vicar if
you have any ideas or questions.

A note from Helen Parker Drabble
Subject to Covid-19 restrictions, I work from the Parish Office on Monday and
Friday 9.00 am to 1.00 pm. Outside of these hours I work from my home office. 
To ensure my availability please make an appointment before visiting the Parish
Office by emailing or phoning (01793) 522832.
email: parishoffice@christchurchswindon.co.uk

Please be aware I am on leave from Friday 24th December 2021 until Tuesday
4th January 2022. 

Sunday 5th December, 10.00 am

at Christ Church

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE
raising money for the

Church of England Children’s Society

mailto:
https://
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Christ Church Diary for December

Every Sunday: 8 am Holy Communion, 10 am Family Holy Communion, 
except on the 1st Sunday of the month when it is an All-Age Service.

Weekdays, Monday to Saturday: 9.00 am-9.30am: Morning Prayer

Wednesdays at 10.30 am to 11.00 am, Christ in Quiet, often with Said Holy
Communion, followed by coffee and fellowship.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

05 Sun 10.00 am All-Age Christingle Service

Christmas Eve:
4.00 pm Family Crib Service

We are especially keen to welcome back children and 
young families to this very special service.

Christmas Eve Midnight Mass, change of time: After due consideration, this
special service will take place at 11.00 pm which means that we will be 
celebrating the beginning of Christmas and Jesus’ birth as we receive 
Communion. Please pass the word around to family and friends.

All events and services are subject to Covid restrictions that may apply.

Events in Christ Church during December

04 Sat 5.00 pm Brunel Brass Concert in Christ Church
09 Thur 10.00 am King William Street School Nativity Service
10 Fri 10.00 am Lainesmead Primary School Carol Service
11 Sat 2.00 pm Pantomime, ‘Dick Whittington’
13 Mon 7.00 pm Commonweal School Carol Service
14 Tues 10.00 am Lethbridge Road Primary School

7.30 pm Kentwood Choir Christmas Concert
17 Fri 1.00 pm Organ Recital by Tim Eyles, Christmas Music

7.00 pm Swindon Male Voice Choir Carol Service
18 Sat 6.30 pm Swindon Choral Society, ‘Sing Noel’ with the 

Wroughton Silver Band and the JP Concert Trust Choir
20 Mon 6.30 pm Swindon Town Football Club Carol Service
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Saturday 11th December, 2.00 pm at Christ Church

Tickets are available from just £5 each and can be 
purchased from the Community Centre @ Christ Church Manager’s office or

online at Eventbrite or via this link
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/209745934737

Tickets available online:
www.brisprod.co.uk/box-office

ORGAN RECITAL

Friday 17th December

1.00 pm - 1.45 pm

Tim Eyles, our Organist and Director of
Music will be giving an Organ Recital on
Friday 17th December at 1.00 pm

It will last about 45 minutes and will consist
of music with a Christmas theme.

Free entrance with a retiring collection. 

Swindon Town Football Club
CAROL SERVICE
Monday 20th December, 6.30 pm in Christ Church.

The guest preacher, 
The Rev’d. Mark Tidey, is a long time supporter.

Come on you Reds!

https://
https://
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Kathleen Emma Netto
6th November 1923 - 20th October 2021

Kath and family moved to Swindon. Her teaching qualifications were not recog-
nised here and so she worked as a nursing auxiliary at the Princess 
Margaret Hospital.

Kath’s faith was absolutely central to her life; she worshipped at Christ Church
for many years. Always sitting quietly, right at the back of the Church for the
10am Sunday Holy Communion service; also steadfastly turning up every
Monday morning to polish the pews and help with the cleaning. 

Kath’s life was modelled on Jesus - caring for others, being a good neighbour
and loving God. The last time I saw her (about 10 days before her death) was
when I went to pick up over half a dozen carrier bags full of hand knitted
children’s jumpers and cardigans that Kath had made – to keep her mind active
she said during the lockdowns. The jumpers were shared between the Harbour
Project and the Salvation Army.

Kath’s humility and faith shone brightly right to the end and it was a great
privilege to have known her.

Peace

Blessed are the peace makers; they will never be unemployed.

We gave thanks to God for Kath’s life at her 
funeral in Christ Church in November.

Kath (this was how she was known by her friends
at Christ Church) was born in 1923 in
Hyderabad in India.  She trained to be a primary
school teacher and loved the work - Kath had a
great heart for children.  She married George and
started her family in India. But while Russell and
Brian were very small, the family moved to
England and, later, their third son Gerry was born.  
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Dawn Purvis

We were all shocked and saddened by the
sudden death of Dawn who died unexpect-
edly last month. She and her husband Ian
were faithful members of Christ Church
who loved attending the Wednesday
morning Communion service in the Lady
Chapel.  

I well remember the first time I met Dawn;
it was a long time ago when we had a Sun-
day School in Lawn Primary school each

week on a Sunday afternoon and Dawn brought her three boys to begin Sunday
school.  I took down their names and expected Dawn to leave them with me
but she said, “I think I had better stay with them as they can be rather naughty!”
Those boys were no naughtier than any of the others but it just shows how
thoughtful Dawn was.

The past years have not been easy for Dawn as she and her husband Ian have
had to come to terms with both John and Joe’s illnesses and untimely deaths.
This, they both did with remarkable faith and endurance. We hold Ian and their
remaining son Andrew and his wife Penny in our thoughts and prayers.

Margaret Williams

How Father Christmas got where he is today

One person you are bound to run into this Christmas season is Father Christmas.
If he looks tired, just remember that he has been around a long time and gone
through a lot of transformations.  

Father Christmas wasn’t always the red-suited, white-bearded star of the retail
trade that he is today. He began life as Nicholas, born way back about AD260 in
Patara, an important port on the southern coast of what is now Turkey. When
his parents died and left him a fortune, Nicholas gave it away to the poor. He
became a bishop of the nearby city of Myra, where he almost certainly suffered
persecution and imprisonment at the hand of the Roman Emperor Diocletian.
Nicholas was a serious theologian: he was a participant at the First Council of
Nicaea, which formulated the Creed which we still say today.

Nicholas died in Myra about AD343, but the stories of his generosity and
kindness were just beginning.   n
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SATURDAY 18th DECEMBER
6.30 pm at Christ Church Old Town, SN1 3HG

Tickets £10.
Free for accompanied children under 18. 

www.swindonchoral.org.uk

https://
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The Community Centre at Christ Church has many affordable
events coming up...

Community Acupuncture sessions – New, affordable acupuncture

sessions are now available in the Community Centre on Mondays with appoint-
ments available between 1pm- 6pm. Appointments work on a sliding scale
payment system from £17-29 per treatment. Treatments are always the same.
They have a variety of price points so that the clinic is accessible and you pay
what you are comfortably able to. 
You can book online at https://holistic-health.org.uk/booking/

Christmas Pantomime is back! This years production of Dick Whittington

is again brought to us by Bristolian Productions Ltd and will be at Christ Church
on Saturday 11th December at 2pm. Tickets are available from just £5 each and
can be purchased from the Community Centre @ Christ Church Managers office
or https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/209745934737

Christmas Hampers – We feel it is still too risky this year to bring together

too many people who could be vulnerable to coronavirus. Instead, we are
running our Christmas Hamper Scheme again for the second year. If you know
someone who may benefit from a hamper because they will be alone at
Christmas, or maybe just living on hardship, then please recommend them to
us to receive a hamper this year. We would like to include crisps, crackers,
biscuits, chocolate, fudge, preserves, beer, wine, tea and coffee plus any other
festive items we can source. 

We would welcome volunteers on 23rd December either to create the hampers
or to deliver them. If you are able to volunteer or would like further information,
please do not hesitate to contact us by calling 01793 617237 or 
email Chris Smith at chris@christchurchswindon.co.uk

Mindfulness for Parents & Carers – Starting on 20th January 2022 we will

be running a Mindfulness Course for Parents & Carers. The course will be held
entirely online Thursday evenings from 7:45-9pm. The course will be run by
Susie Stead an Oxford-based mindfulness teacher, trained and competency
assessed by the Oxford Mindfulness Centre (OMC) and an OMC partner. We
are able to offer this course at a greatly subsidised cost of £50 per person. For
an application form please contact Chris Smith on Mob: 07582 305760 or Email:
chris@christchurchswindon.co.uk

mailto:
mailto:
https://
https://
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The story of the Christingle 

The word ‘Christingle’ actually means ‘Christ Light’, and
celebrates the light of Jesus coming into the world.
Stories of how the Christingle began look back to the
Moravian Church, which is found in the Czech Republic.
The Moravians have held Christingle services for more
than 200 years and, according to them, this is how the
first Christingle might have been made: 

Many years ago the children in a village were asked to
bring a Christmas gift to put beside the crib in the
church. One family was very poor and had no money
for gifts, but the three children were still determined to take something. The only
nice thing they had was an orange, so they decided to give the Christ-child that.  

But then they discovered the top was going green, so the eldest cut it out, and
put a candle in the hole. To add some colour, one of the girls took a red ribbon
from her hair and tied it around the middle of the orange. It was hard to make
the ribbon stay still, so they fastened it in place with toothpicks. The toothpicks
looked a bit bare, so the youngest child added some raisins to them.   

The children took their decorated orange lantern to the church for the Christmas
Mass.  The other children sneered at their meagre gift, but the priest seized upon
it with joy. He held it up as an example of the true understanding of the meaning
of Christmas, for the following reasons: the orange is round, like the world; the
candle gives us light in the dark, like the love of God; the red ribbon goes round
the ‘world’, as a symbol of Christ’s blood, given for everyone;  the four sticks
point in all directions and symbolise that God is over all: North, South, East and
West; and the fruit and nuts remind us of God’s blessings.

The Children’s Society first introduced the Christingle Service to The Church of
England in 1968, and it has since become a popular event in the church
calendar. This candlelit celebration is an ideal way to share the key messages
of the Christian faith, while helping to raise vital funds to help vulnerable children
across the country.  Visit:  www.childrenssociety.org.uk

https://


The Partnership Magazine – Monies collection 2022

Dear Magazine readers,

Thank you to everyone who has continued to contribute to the magazine and
enabled us to maintain publication throughout the pandemic. Particular thanks
are due to Diana Swann and Margaret Williams for editing and producing it, the
printers and all who distribute it, especially Daniel and Caroline Pitt at the top of
the distribution “pyramid”.

We are pleased to say that the price will stay the same for 2022 i.e. 80p per
issue and £8 for an annual subscription for 10 copies. This remains good value.

Subscriptions are now due for 2022 and this year there will be three ways to pay
as follows:

1. By sending a cheque for £8 payable to the Partnership of Churches to 
George Kennedy, 31 Vasterne Close, Purton, Swindon, SN5 4EZ.

2. By paying your magazine distributor £8 either in cash or as a cheque 
payable to the Partnership of Churches. The distributor will then forward
the payments to George Kennedy as above.

3. By Bank Transfer to the Partnership’s bank account the details of which 
are:

• Account Name – Swindon Old Town Partnership of Churches
• Account No. – 00193543
• Sort Code – 30-98-41

If you decide to pay by this method please email both George Kennedy
(george.kennedy@mybroadbandmail.com) and David Bevan
(david04bevan@yahoo.co.uk) to let them know that you have paid.

If you do not wish to subscribe, you can buy individual issues at one of our
Partnership churches or from Rose Earle’s shop in Newport Street. Thanks are
due to Rose for continuing to offer this service.

If you still have difficulty obtaining or paying for the magazine please contact
either Daniel and Caroline Pitt (01793 521732) or George Kennedy (01793
772589).

With best wishes and thanks. The magazine team
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The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily the views of
those held by the Old Town Partnership of Churches.

COPY for the FEBRUARY MAGAZINE

by WEDNESDAY 12th JANUARY,  please.

Contributions ahead of the deadline are always welcome.

Please send to:  Mrs. Diana Swann, 58 Sandown Avenue, SN3 1QQ

email:  d.swann6a@gmail.com

ADVERTISEMENTS

To advertise in this magazine, please contact Mr. David Bevan
telephone 01793 336667;  email: david04bevan@yahoo.co.uk

Whilst care has been taken, no responsibility can be accepted for statements
made by the advertisers, neither can we be responsible for any losses
caused by any errors or omissions in the advertisements.

I have 20 years experience with 
accountancy firms from one of the
big four to local practices and

HMRC.

Phoenix Returns

Lloyd James BSc (Hons) ATT

Telephone 01793 827620
Email:

phoenixreturns@mail.com

An affordable professional
accounts and

tax returns service
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EXPERIENCED CARER/
HOUSEKEEPER

Available to help you on an hourly
daily or 24 hour basis.

Maybe you are returning home from
hospital or are caring for someone
who cannot be left on their own.

I can help with cooking, gardening,
decorating and driving if required.

I have been DBS checked and can
supply references.

Please contact me so that we can
have a chat about your particular
needs.

07768 362822
suegoldsmith2@gmail.com

file://localhost/Macintosh HD/Users/diane/Desktop/Work/JULY/AUGUST MAGAZINE
file://localhost/Macintosh HD/Users/diane/Desktop/Work/JULY/AUGUST MAGAZINE
mailto:


A tradition of caring since 1923

www.hillierfuneralservice.co.uk

A caring support service for the bereaved

Family run and independent
24 hour service every day
Pre-payment plans
Hillier Bereavement Care

HEAD OFFICE
170 Victoria Road, Swindon SN1 3DF
Telephone: 01793 522797

CHAPEL OF REST
The Broadway, Whitworth Road,
Swindon SN25 3BL
Telephone: 01793 522145

EMAIL
enquiries@hillierfuneralservice.co.uk

www.hills-group.co.uk
T: 01793 781200

Established in 1900, today’s Hills Group is a 
dynamic Wiltshire business that covers a wide 
area of western and southern England.  

The Group’s operations remain dedicated to three 
core activities:

Specialist waste management services and 
recycling solutions

Production and sale of ready-mixed concrete, 
sand, stone and gravel

Building high quality new homes and undertaking 
contract building projects

Working today…
 …for a better tomorrow 
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The Friends of Christ Church Annual Lecture

Photo by Janet French shows the lecture team:
L to R:  Ian Handy, Sue Spielberg. Rev’d. Simon Stevenette,

Caroline Pitt, Daniel Pitt, Sara Bowden, Elaine Guilding

Candles light the Evening Worship in the Abbey Church, Iona.
Photo by Janet French.



11 - 15 WOOD STREET, OLD TOWN, SWINDON, SN1 4AN
TELEPHONE: 01793 522072/527530

www.deacons-jewellers.com

SAME DAY RING SIZING SERVICE ON ALL NEW PURCHASES
Come and view our superb range of new, bespoke and second hand diamond rings.

Items featured subject to stock availability


